
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO MY REGION

ORDER NO. 71-82

PRESCRIBING WASTE DISClY,RGE REQUIREfillNTS
FOR THE

PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SPRAY CANAL COOLING SYSTEM

NEAR NEW YORK POINT, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
finds:

1. Pacific Gas and Electric Company, called the discharger belm" filed a
Report On Waste Discharge dated September 30, 1971 with the Regional Water
Quality Control Board. The waste will consist of 525,000 cubie yards of
peat material (Class II wastes) and supernatant liquid resulting from the
hydraulic dredging of a spray canal cooling system for the proposed Unit; 7
plant addition. The canal will consist of two parallel segments; 6,450 feet
long and 8 feet deep. The waste wi.Ll be conveyed approximately 3,000 ::cet by
pipeline to a 120 acre disposal site on company property adjEcent to the
Sacramento Northern Railroad and Hillow Pass Road. The site will coutain a
series of diked disposal ponds. The supernatant liquid wil1 be recycled back
to the canal dredger through an interceptor ditch and a portiorr of willow
creek, after the creek has been rerouted. The dredger has a max irnum
discharge rate of 20,000 gpm and an anticipated operation of 20 hours a day,
The resulting recirculated f l ow wil1 be 2/, mgd. There "Iill. be no discharge
of waste to the Sacramento River during dredging.

The supernatant liquid remaining in the canal plus 20,000 spm of make up
water. is planned to be used as recirculating condenser cooling 'i,rater for
Unit 7; 13,000 gpm of which will be discharged through the existing outfall
"A" for Units 1-6 to maintain an acceptable Total Dissolved Solids in the
canal water. Requirements for outfall "All are conta.ined in Resolution No~

68-311.

2. The diked disposal ponds, the supernatant return channels and the dredged
canal are identified herei.n as land disposal site "L-2".

3. This Regional Board has notified the discharger and interested agencies and
persons of its intent to prescribe waste discharge requirements 'for this
plant.

4. This Regional Board in a public meeting heard and considered all comments
pertaining to these discha'Yges.

5. The beneficial uses of the Sacramento River and contiguous water bodies
are:

Seasonal source of domestic water supply at Antioch aGd at
Mallard Slough.

Industrial cooling and process water supply year-round.
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